
1.

2015 September - October Newsletter

InsiderT
H
E

Lower Moreland Township School District
Dr. Marykay Feeley, Superintendent of Schools

Newsletter

The first annual Lower Moreland/Bryn 
Athyn 5K Community Color Run was held 
on Saturday, September 12th. The Color 
Run supported the Lower Moreland High 
School Mini-THON and the fight against 
pediatric cancer. A Color Run is an event 
where runners and walkers are showered 
with powdered colors. The day raised 
$8,500, which will go to support the Four 
Diamonds Fund, 
which is focused 
on providing 
hope and support 
to children and 
families battling 
pediatric cancer.
Photos by Annie Lifsted, 
LM High School student.

Community Color Run

Welcome to the 2015 - 2016 School Year!

Ed Gerety, an author and one of the top 
professional youth speakers and leadership 
trainers in the United States, spoke to 
Lower Moreland High School and Murray 
Avenue students on September 9th as part of 
the opening of school and set the tone for 
the new school year. Through his personal 
experiences, inspirational stories, and 
powerful lessons, Mr. Gerety teaches the 

life skills that are essential for our youth 
to develop as leaders in school and in life. 
These skills include respect, character, 
gratitude, leadership, attitude, and making 
a difference.

Mr. Gerety is the author of Combinations: 
Opening the Door to Student Leadership 
and a contributing author of four books on 
leadership and personal development. 

Gerety Sets Tone 
for New School Year

Lower Moreland HS 
ranked in the 

Top 300 High Schools
in the country
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School is In but,
Murray Avenue Students 

Are Out

Murray Avenue School got into the school spirit for the 
2015-2016 school year by spending part of September 
9th outside doing team-building activities. The activities 
included games, such as launching balls using a giant 
slingshot and lifting and carrying a bucket using strings 
attached to it. These activities encouraged the students to 
communicate and work with each other.

Pine Road School kicked off the school year by asking 
everyone to wear the school colors to show school 
spirit. Assemblies were also held with students to 
kick-off the new school year’s “Positive Behavioral 
Support” program.  

Pine Road Students 
Kick-Off

Positive Behavioral Support Program

Pine Road staff and volunteers spruced up the Pine 
Road Nature Trail during October. The Nature Trail, 
which is located towards the back of the School, is used 
by classes and is enjoyed by all!

The Road Most Traveled

Pine Road Nature Trail

Positive Behavior Support (PBS) is a process for 
understanding and resolving the problem behavior of 
children that is based on values and empirical research. 
It offers an approach for developing an understanding of 
why the child engages in problem behavior and strategies 
for preventing the occurrence of problem behavior while 
teaching the child new skills. Positive behavior support 
offers a holistic approach that considers all factors that 
impact on a child and the child’s behavior.
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Fourth graders are participating in the International 
School Library Month Bookmark Exchange, sponsored 
by the International Association of School Libraries, for 
the fifth year.  Our fourth graders have been matched 
up with students from Hong Kong, China and Zagreb, 
Croatia. More information on the project can be found 
at: http://www.iasl-online.org/page-1863166 

Ellen Zschunke, the Pine Road Librarian, is also a panelist 
for the CYBILS (Children and Youth Adult Bloggers’ 
Literacy) Awards for the fourth year in a row. 
Read more about CYBILS at:

http://www.cybils.com/2015/09/2015-
elementarymiddle-grade-non-fiction.html 

Mrs. Zschunke is also presenting at two conferences 
coming up: KidLitCon in Baltimore, (http://kidlitosphere.
org/kidlitcon/) and  the Maryland Association of School 
Librarians Annual Conference:

(http://masl2015.weebly.com/)

LIBRARY
Happenings

Pine Road
Mixes It Up

Pine Road School participated in the annual Mix-
It-Up Day on Tuesday, October 27th. Mix-It-Up Day 
is a national event designed to encourage respect 
and understanding in schools. It is a national 
campaign that was launched over a decade ago to 
encourage students to identify, question, and cross 
social boundaries.  Millions of students across the 
country take part in this activity every year.

At Pine Road School, the 
students sat at different 
lunch tables with different 
students from their 
grade level based on 
what colored wrist band 
they were wearing. At 
the center of each table 
were slips of paper with 
conversation starters the 
students used to engage 
in discussion.   

The overall goal 
was to inspire 
students to cross 
group lines and 
meet new people, 
along with 
fostering school 
spirit and unity.  

On September 19, in a long-standing tradition, Pine 
Road staff met up at the Ronald McDonald House in 
West Philadelphia to cook breakfast for the children 
and their families staying at the House because they are 
receiving medical care. The experience brought smiles to 
the faces of the families as well as to the Pine Road staff.

The Pine Road staff who made the event happen were:
Hanne Laursen, Bob Dye, Shannon Dallahan, Kristine 
Adams, Fernanda Lemos, Lisa Daries, Maureen Cebular 
and Sharon O’Shea.

Ronald McDonald House
A Pine Road Tradition
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Five LMHS Seniors were named as semifinalists in the 
61st annual National Merit Scholarship Program.  
The semifinalists are:  

• Gregory Kofman
• Ekaterina Krakopolsky
• Sean McGinnis
• Claire B. Xiao
• Justin Yi

Finalists will be chosen during the spring.  

Congratulations to these students and to the faculty 
and staff who helped them along their journey!

This summer, Lower Moreland High School partnered 
with Montgomery County Community College to 
allow LMHS students to take computer programming 
courses at the High School and earn college credit.  
Students worked on the essential concepts for logic, 
design, and problem solving skills used in computer 
programming.

Montgomery County 
Community College
partners with LMHS

Jamie Lincow, a Spanish teacher at the High School, wrote an article about her family that ap-
peared on the BabyCenter Blog.  To read the article, go to:

http://blogs.babycenter.com/mom_stories/10032015-the-perfect-family-doesnt-have-to-be-a-
boy-and-a-girl/

Lincow’s Blog ...

National Merit 
Semi-Finalist

The Pennsylvania Department of Education has 
released the 2014-2015 School Performance Profile 
Scores for secondary schools. (Significant changes in 
the state performance exams given to elementary and 
middle school students meant the state chose to only 
release SPP scores for secondary schools this year.)
 
Lower Moreland High School had the 3rd highest score 
in the State with a score of 100.1!  (The score is based 
in large part on Keystone exam performance but also 
consists of graduation percentage, attendance rates, 
and the number of AP course offerings.)

Lower Moreland High School
           Still on 

Megan Xie, a third-
grader, performed in The 
Fourth Rosalyn Tureck 
International Bach 
Competition for Young 
Pianists on October 18th 
at the Lincoln Center 
in New York City. The 
online magazine, New 
York Concert Review, 
wrote that Megan 
performed “Bach’s Little 

Prelude and Fugue in G Major (BWV 902) with 
polish and surprising assuredness for one so young.”

A Prodigy in our Midst!
Xie Performs at Lincoln Center
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Playing for the Cure Health and Physical Education 
teachers Deborah Lawlor and Matthew 
Crouch were recently published in 
the Pennsylvania State Association 
for Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance’s annual 
convention program with an article 
entitled, “Cultivating an Environment 
for Movement.” The article shares their 
experiences with giving students the 
ability to choose both the activities and 
the level at which they will participate. 
This has been a “game changer” in 
meeting the ultimate goal of developing 

lifelong, healthy movers.

On October 7, 2015, the LMHS field hockey team hosted 
the annual Play 4 the Cure field hockey game and raised 
a total of $330. This was a fund raiser/awareness event for 
breast cancer.   The girls wore pink and the players raised 
money before and during the game with various activities 
that benefitted Play 4 the Cure. More information can be 
found on the Play 4 the Cure website:  

http://www.nfcr.org/p4tc/play4thecure.

At the September 16th PIAA meeting, Lower 
Moreland High School was presented with a 
resolution “by PIAA for exemplifying the high 
ideals of good sportsmanship, conducting itself in an 
ethical manner, and setting an example for others to 
follow during the 2014 fall sports’ season, the 2014-
2015 winter sports’ season and 2015 spring sports’ 
season.”

Along with the resolution, the High School was 
presented with a banner that will hang in the school 
gymnasium. The District is proud of Mark Mayson’s 
efforts as Athletic Director for creating a climate of 
fair play within our student-athletes, as recognized 
by opposing teams throughout the 2014-2015 athletic 
seasons. 

Mayson
Instilling Good 
SPORTSMANSHIP

building solid athletes!

Lawlor and Crouch  Published
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Brianna Koruba has been 
named as Nutrition, Inc.’s 
Food Services Director for 
Lower Moreland. Ms. Koruba 
had been the acting director 
during Mrs. Michele Finney’s 
leave, but with Mrs. Finney’s 
taking on a different position 
with Nutrition, Inc., Ms. 
Koruba is officially stepping 
into that role.

The Girls’ Cross Country team placed 3rd overall 
at the Bicentennial Athletic League Championship 
Meet on October 20th. Junior Kerry Kovacs led the 
way, taking the overall individual title in a time 
of 19:56. Kerry won the race by over 20 seconds.  
Rounding out the top 5 scorers for LM were Mary 
Kate Barton, who finished in the top 10, garnering 
all-league honors, Lizzie Harmon, Hannah Assour, 
and Shannon Long.

Juliet Johny, a Senior at Lower Moreland High 
School, was a member of a dance group that was 
chosen to praise dance at a ceremony while Pope 
Francis was visiting Philadelphia.

Dancing for the Pope

Welcome 
New Food Services Director

Cross Country Team
placed at Meet!

Welcome 
New Transportation Director

Regina Wilson is First 
Student’s new Transportation 
Director for the District.  She 
has great previous experience, 
having worked for Durham 
School Services, Student 
Transportation of America, 
and Laidlaw Transit Services.   
Welcome Regina!

Regina Wilson

Brianna Koruba

WaiT
Until
Dark

Lower moreland high school DRAMA CLUB
PREsents:

By frederick Knott

November 12th-14th at 7:30 PM
Lower Moreland High School Auditorium

555 Red Lion Road
             

           
              $10 adults
                $8 students

facebook.com/lowermorelanddramaclub
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Halloween on Parade

All of our schools got into the Halloween spirit on 
October 30th. Pine Road School students held their 
annual Halloween parade around the school while 
proud parents, grandparents, and family friends 
cheered them on. The High School band was on hand 
to provide music to accompany their walk. Murray 
Avenue School students and staff got in on the fun 

with students voting on their favorite group staff 
costumes.

Not to be left out, High School Music teacher, Dr. 
Sarah Gulish, and a group of her Orchestra students 
serenaded classrooms with a selection of Spooktacular 
music.

2015
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Dr. Murray Cohen
President

Mr. Michael Mueller
Vice President

Mr. Alan Steinberg
Treasurer

Mrs. Camille Baker
Secretary

Mr. Steve Geiger

Mr. Robert Howard

  

Mr. Yuri Khalif

Mr. Howard Patent

Mr. Lance Wolbransky

Dr. Marykay Feeley
Superintendent of Schools

Cheryl Galdo, Esq.
Director of Human Resources/Public Relations

November

Music Boosters’ 
Indian River Fruit Sale

All Month

Book Fair Library
November 12 - 19

The Fall Drama
November 12 - 14

Mini-Thon
November 20

December

Murray Avenue Winter Concert
December 7

Pine Road Winter Concert
December 9

Pine Road Art with a Twist
December 14 -15

High School Winter Concert
December 17

Coming Events


